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laws to regulate the affairs of Christians, say from succession to
divorce. These laws run contrary to the interests of women. The
marriage ceremony of Christians, including the vows offend the
principles of freedom and equality. Divorce under special circum-
stances is permitted. The Indian Divorce Act of 1869 regulates the
procedure for divorce. It granted the right of divorce for the first
time to Christians. The conditions imposed for grant of divorce to
women are more stringent than in the case of men. A woman cannot
get divorce as easily as a man. The modern women look at this
discrimination as an insult to them.

Marriage under the Special,Marriage Act 1954.

This marriage is popularly called 'Registered Marriage1 as
registration under the Hindu Marriage Act came into vogue only in
1955. Under this Act, the bride and bridegroom should have
completed 18 and 21 years of age respectively. If the marriage is
to be registered after it is gone through in any from then the age
prescribed for the bride and bridegroom is 21 years. This Act enables
men and women of different castes, religions, tribes, languages, and
countries to marry. Thirty days notice of registration is to be given.
The parties to the marriage are to take the vows before the Registrar
in the presence of three adult witnesses. Then they sign in the
register; the witnesses append their signatures to the document.
Succession to the properities of the spouses is regulated by the
provisions of the Indian Succession Act. The law regarding divorce
is adumbrated in the Special Marriage Act itself. The condition that
30 days notice of marriage is to be given, the absence of provision
for unilateral divorce and defects in the Law of succession are some
of the handicaps. Still, this form of marriage is better than religious
marriages to a great extent.

Reformative Marriages

In these marriages we do find some change in any one, some
or all of the aspects regarding the marriage ceremony, i.e., conditions
of marriage, marriage vows and the persons who officiate at the
marriage. If the marriage is performed in a regional language it falls
under the purview of this kind of marriage. If a Muslim woman
contracts with the bridegroom claiming right of divorce and guardi-
anship of her children the marriage falls in this category. Uptill now,
Brahmin priests have been officiating at Hindu marriages. If ttie
person administering the marriage vows is selected without reference
to caste or sex, or if the parties take the seven steps side by $efe,
or if the old traditional customs are modifed to suit the modern tfrnfes,